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2021 NCAA FOOTBALL PLAY INTERPRETATIONS
BULLETIN NO. 2
Ball Declared Dead – Rule 4-1-3
Play #1: 3/10 @ B-40. QB A12 takes the snap and rolls out to the right. Finding no
receiver open, A12 turns up field and runs. After making the line to gain, A12 breaks stride
as if he is going to slide feet first at the B-27, stays upright and runs for a touchdown.
RULING: The live ball becomes dead at the point where A12 simulates or fakes as if he will
begin a feet-first slide. An official shall sound their whistle and declare the ball dead. Team
A will have 1/10 @ B-27.
Any time a ball carrier begins, simulates, or fakes a feet-first slide, the ball should be
declared dead by the on field officials at that point. The intent of the rule is player safety,
and the objective is to give a ball carrier an option to end the play by sliding feet first and to
avoid contact. To allow the ball carrier to fake a slide would compromise the defense that
is being instructed to let up when the ball carrier slides feet first. A fake slide will not be
considered reviewable under Rule 12-3-3 – Dead Ball and Loose Ball.
Unsportsmanlike Conduct – Unfair Tactics – Rule 9-2-2
Play #2: 4/1 @ B-40. QB A12 moves from shotgun formation to under center and barks
signals in an unsuccessful attempt to draw Team B offside. With 10 seconds remaining on
the play clock, A12 backs away from the center and jogs toward the sideline being very
demonstrative with his arms and waiving to the bench. As A12 approaches the sideline, the
ball is snapped directly to back A44 just before the play clock expires and A44 runs to the
B-38.
RULING: A, 4/16 @ A-45 - Unsportsmanlike Conduct by A12, penalize Team A 15 yards from
the previous spot. The action by A12 is in violation of the spirit of Rule 9-2-2-b.
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